Vicioria
LRLusfs

The Yangtze's Largest Five Star Fleet!
* ok ok kK

NEWLY REBUILT!
Victoria Lianna

(Formerly the Victoria Queen)

& Victoria Selina

{Farmerly the Victoria Star}

OUR MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR

REBUILDING PROGRAM INCLUDES:
& New top deck with an a la carte restaurant
{including a Western kitchen/,
and an additional lounge
® A new elevator
= New Executive Deck Service will be available
on the 3rd & 4th decks

New for 2011!

Executive Decks on all ships
with luxury amenities, including
concierge service, special reserved
arrangements in the dining room,
Executive Business Center, free
coffee, tea and cold drinks all day
in the Executive Lounge, private
lectures by senior American and
European staff, reserved seating
for evening entertainment

* American Managed, with American and
western cruise directors
* Fully insured by an American insurance
company with worldwide jurisdiction

Many fine tour operators include
Victoria Cruises in their China programs.
Contact Victoria Cruises or Your
Professional Travel Agent for details

www.victoriacruises.com

1-800-348-8084:

Call for a color brochure. 8
57-08 39th Avenue, Woodside, NY 11377 USA &
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was knowledgeable about history,
art, architecture, politics and
everything elsc relating to Turkey.
He navigated us around large tour
groups so we never felt we were
part of a mob. Although he packed
a lot into each day’s schedule, we
never felt rushed.

We flew Turkish Airlines busi-
ness class from New York to Istan-
bul and can highly recommend
them. The modern, clean plane
had individual “pods™ in business
class with fold-flat beds. I'ood and
service were extremely good.

CHARLES W. SCHELKE

Philadelphia, PA

Turkey with

Treasures Not just about
ancient cities and monuments but
also on the ethnic/cultural back-
ground of each place visited, our
three-week tour “Eastern Turkey
& the Black Sea” was a memo-
rable experience. My husband,
Tom, and I traveled with Umit
Dogan, owner of Treasures of
Travel (Edmonds, WA; 800/572-
0526, www.treasuresoftravel.cont),
May 6-26, 2010. The land price
was $3.600 each.

Umit is extremely knowledge-
able about Turkey, both past and
present, plus he is charming, kind
and just plain fun to be with. The
pace of the tour was such that we
could “stop and smell the roses.”

Bhutan TrRavel
ag:]'rziﬁ'rzmru] £

nglw in The Hlmalayas
Liesa ngdom in Tl'lc 5[(5

bhutan is our sPcCIalt
Naturc wandcrlngs, Cu tural
cxploratlons, Wa“clng &Trclcluns.
Thc oldest & the most Lnowlcdscablc.

800 950 9908 » www.Bhutantravel.com
17727 Chatsworth St. #230
Granada Hills, CA 91344

We enjoyed the people we met
and the delicious food. The topog-
raphy was stunning, from desert (o
mountains to the beautilul Black
Sea.

PEGGY ROBINSON

Centennial, CO

Caucasus with

MIR 100k an extraordinary
tour, “Treasures of the Trans-
Caucasus: Classic Survey of
Azerbaijan, Georgia & Armenia,”
with MIR Corp. (Seattle, WA;
800/424-7289, www.mircorp.con),
May 4-18. 2010. The trip cost
$6.395, land, and visas for Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan added $246.
(US citizens do not need a visa to
enter Georgia.)

Our 13-person group began the
tour in Baku, Azerbaijan, on the
Caspian coast. At the end of an
important oil pipeline, Baku is the
center of the Caspian oil industry.
South of Baku, we visited the
Gobustan Rock Art Cultural Land-
scape, where there are petroglyphs
from 5,000 to 40,000 years old.

In Sheki we visited mosques,
mausoleums and markets, listened
to Azeri music as we dined in a
caravanserai, and spoke with three
Peace Corps volunteers working in
Azerbaijan.

We traveled toward Georgia, one
of the first countries to adopt the
Christian faith (in the early fourth
century). As we climbed higher
into the snow-covered Caucasus
Mountains, the stunning views
became more dramatic.

In Gurjaani, we experienced
traditional Georgian hospitality at
a wine tasting, where the tamada
(toastmaster) raised a glass to
health, world peace and safe
travels. Folk singers enhanced our
enjoyment of an abundant feast.

In addition to showing us Tbilisi,
the cave town Uplistsikhe, the
Gudauri ski resort and Gori (Sta-
lin’s hometown), MIR arranged a
private concert at the home-turned-
museum of Georgian artist Elene
Akhvlediani (1898-1975).

Another highlight was the David
Gareja monastery, considered the

visit us at wwaw.intltravelnews.com



most remarkable of all of Georgia’s
ancient sites. A highly revered
figure in the country, Gareja was a
sixth-century monk who spread the
Word of Christianity.

Armenia was our next stop. This
is a thriving, fascinating country of
ancient monasteries and forts that
contrast with its delightful modern
capital, Yerevan, with its open-air
cafés, numerous fountains and
interesting museums. Yerevan is
the cultural, economic and politi-
cal heart of Armenia, and of the
three capital cities we visited it
was my favorite.

Although Mt. Ararat is in
Turkey, it is visible from Yerevan
and is an absolutely awesome
sight.

A “must see” in Yerevan is the
Armenian Genocide Memorial
& Museum, commemorating the
agony of the 1915-1922 genocide.
The “eternal flame” monument is
very moving.

In Ejmiatsin, Etchmiadzin
Cathedral is the Holy See of the

Georgian
Orthodox
Church,
and among
the relics
on display
there are,
purport-
edly, a
piece of
Noah’s Ark
and the
spearhead
that pierced
Christ’s
side on the
Cross.

MIR
arranged
for us to attend a private concert
at the Temple of Garni, built to
honor Helios, the Roman sun god.
At fourth-century Geghard mon-
astery, we saw the cave church
and the many khachkars, stone
slabs carved with crosses and other
religious symbols.

An outing to Lake Sevan

™

i

Three friendly locals in Sheki, Azerbaijan. Photo: Whitmer

included stops at the fascinat-
ing monasteries Goshavank and
Sevanavank. The view overlook-
ing the lake was breathtaking,
especially after climbing the many
steps to the church at the top.
Gracious people and great food
are some of the highlights I’1l
remember from this gem of a

Last Minute Super Sales!

HURRY- LIMITED SPACE!
Save Up To $1000 Per Person On Selected Dates And Destinations Featured Below!

Russia, Volga
1000 OFF .

Moscow to St. Petersburg and v.v.
With the best all inclusive,
cultural and entertainment

program anywhere!
12 days from 1299 pp
JULY 05, JULY 26, AUG 16

Danube 7 Country
*1000 OFF

Sail through 7 countrics
from Vienna to Bucharest
aboard our intimate 90 passenger
MS “Kleine Prinz"! Fabulous!

13 days from *1698 pp
JUNE9, JULYS, AUG28

Ukraine, Dnieper
$750 OFF .

Sail the magnificent Dnieper from
Kiev to Yalta and Odessa!
All inclusive meals, sightseeing,
shore excursions and more!

13 days from ‘1249 pp
JUNE 17, July 31, SEPT 13

To see Great VIDEOS of our cruises and
for additional Programs and Specials

log on to: www.YalueCruises.Net

I'TN READERS SAVE
UP TO #2000 PER CABIN?*

Book any available departure dates featured in this ad
AND SAVE UP TO $ 1000 OFF PER PERSON!

Use onde TN 671
To Book call: (800) 795-1633 = =
] . e ;-: ™~
or go online to www.ValveCrvises.Nef CEih
Value World Tours, Inc: 17220 Newhope St #203, Fountain Valley, CA, 92708 b Integriny in Travel ' _Ill!lnll'H:J[lI!
Phn: {714) 556-8258, Fax: {714] 556-6125  CST#1000020/10
Al rttes shoten AFTER discornt and are per person, land/crnise. srfnig @ fuin, i bowest aeaslable cabiie category. Cabin uynicks, port charges, interattonal iirfare an visa Joes where applicable are not fuchided.
Disconnt vilid fise wew boeibings only and pat combinable with amy othor dlfscontnts, Vil where foohibited (510 10GNEIY

Call 800/4806-4968 10 subscribe
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tour. Hotels were fivst class. [ was
impressed by MIR’s knowledge-
able local guides, and the MIR
tour leader who was with us for the
entire trip, Martin Klimenta, was
absolutely outstanding. We were
fortunate to have him. I'll definitely
consider MIR for future travels.
KATHRYN WHITMER
Bellingham, WA

Since 1980

~ lara lours "~

Organizing Quality Tour
Programs To Central &
South America

ERU

Tours on a Budget

Cuzco & Machu Picchu
5 nights US$1295 pp/dbl

Cuzco,M.Picchu,Puno,Titicaca
7 nights US$1699 pp/dbl

tara@taratours.com

1-800-327-0080
www.taratours.com

Tara Tours Inc
12002 SW 128 CT Miami, F1.33186
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Memorable

MoOrocco At this time of
unrest in several North African
countries, I found no reason for
concern at any time during my two
weeks in Moroceo, March 12-25,
2011. The weather was very
comfortable and the ficlds were
green with crops. The High Atlas
Mountains were beautiful with
snow and vistas of the country.

The souks in Fez, Meknes and
Marrakesh and the camel ride
at sunset in the sand dunes were
highlights.

The tour was with Odysscys
Unlimited (Newton, MA; 888/370-
6765, www.odysseys-unlinited.
cont), and the cost, including
round-trip airfarc (New York-Cas-
ablanca) was $4,800, plus [ paid a
single supplement of $1,500.

The unique feature of this tour,
and important to some people
the bus had a toilel, the only such
bus in the country, I verified this
with a friend who was traveling
there at the same time with one
of the most high-end tour compa-
nies.

It was not an option on our tour,
but a couple of tour members
talked our guide and many of us
into attending the Chez Ali Fanta-
sia folk groups and horse show on
the outskirts of Marrakesh. A total
flop, I felt — very contrived and
not worth the $70 each. Our guide
had warned us it was touristy.

BARBARA McINTOSH

Roseville, CA

/boncoqgei

wonsltaats

As seen in March Report Cards

For all your Asia Travel needs

HONG KONG - CHINA - ASIA

Hotels -Sightseeing - Transfers
-English-speaking guides -Visas
www .concorde-travel.com
info@concorde -travel.com

Leisure travel specialists since 1978

1st Floor, Galuxe Bldg
8-10 On Lan St., Central Heng Kong S.AR.

Let the company

respond first

Before writing to ITN about a
prablem you've had with a travel firm
or establishment, we suggest that you
write to them first to be sure they are
aware of the problem and are given
the opportunity to address it.

When then writing to ITN, include
copies of any correspondence regard-
ing the matter. ITN prints letters from
subscribers only but cannot print
every letter or pursue a company
response regarding every complaint.

Letters may be edited for publication.

+852 2526 3391 - Fax +852 2845 0485
Lieonca No. 360344

CEMAC for

Cameroon 1 have a recom-
mendation for a great company
for oft-the-beaten-track travel in
Africa. In June *10 I took a pri-
vate, independent tour of Cam-
eroon from CEMAC Tours (Box
4877 Douala, Cameroon; phone
+237 7561 94 86 or 97 92 70 23,
http:/lcemactours.cont).

These days were part of a
longer FIT trip, so I don’t know
what I paid for their services, but
I want to commend the com-
pany and its Director General,
Muhamadu Danteni Musa. He
made it his business to come o
the hotel the first day to introduce
himself and the guide and driver,
During my stay, he arranged

interesting tours, in a spotless car,

(o Buea and Limbe.

He also worked tirelessly to
sort out two problems I had, one
with the hotel and one with a
local African airlinc. Much to my
surprise (and delight), he insisted
on coming with me to the airpont
to ensure that [ had no problem
with my onward (light.

Clearly, this company belicves
that once you book with them, you
arc their responsibility from entry
to exit of the country. . . and they
really take this responsibility very
seriously. I cannol recommend
them highly enough.

JEAN PALMEGIANO

Newark, NJ

visit us at www.intltravelnews.com



