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ROLLING BACK THE ODOMETER WITH DAVID C. NEYENS

ON FEBRUARY 12th, 

250,000 spectators witnessed as six teams departed 

Sponsored by the New York Times and Paris’ Le Matin, 
the Great Race remains the most ambitious and arduous 

the automobile’s critics. 

New York
Paristo

World Race 2011





Photo coutesy of  Jeff Mahl, www.thegreatautorace.com

1951 New Yorker piloted by Jonathan Auerbach and Bill Secrest is a 

OPPOSITE PAGE BOTTOM: George Schuster’s mighty Thomas Flyer, 
the 1908 victor, greets the World Race 2011 teams in Reno, Nevada. 
It is maintained in running order at the National Automobile Museum, 



States, let alone the route traversing Alaska, 
Japan, Russia, Germany and France to Paris, 

Bering Strait! Both Henry Ford and Ransom 

Theodore Roosevelt, who bristled at the notion 

American soil by motor car, did an American 
team enter the race.   

George Schuster was the sole American 

Flyer. Driving, pushing, pulling and digging 
through appalling conditions, he and the other 
competitors overcame every adversity with 

sportsmanship.                               
An incredible 22,000 miles and 169 days later, 

Schuster and his Thomas Flyer entered Paris to 

1960s, he assisted with its authentication, aided 

the truest sense, Mr. Schuster lived to see the 

and in 2010, he was posthumously inducted 

teams embarked on the World Race 2011 on 

included several stops along the way, notably 
including a visit to the National Automotive 
Museum in Reno, Nevada, where George 
Schuster’s Thomas Flyer still resides.
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In San Francisco, the cars were loaded 

the race scheduled to resume on June 
4. From Beijing, the racers will cover a 

China, Kazakhstan, Russia, Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland, Germany, the Czech 
Republic and Switzerland, with the winner 

on Thursday, July 21.

As in 1908, today’s event showcases the 

under the most demanding conditions, with 
the ‘Innovation’ class including alternative-

proved the automobile could travel around the 

will improve the human race.”

standings and race results, be sure to 
check out the World Race 2011 website at 
www.world-race.net, which also includes 
daily blog updates, team biographies and 

original event, Facebook and Twitter updates, 
and much more.

The author wishes to thank the following 
people and organizations for their assistance 
with this article: Joe Pepitone of  AUTOCOM 
Studios (www.pepitonecreativeservices.com), 
Jerry Price, Executive Director World Race 
2011 (www.world-race.net), and Chris Purdum, 
President-Chairman, Intermountain Concours 
d’Elegance (www.intermountainconcours.com).
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OPPOSITE PAGE TOP: Crabtree 
Racing’s Jack and Mary 
Crabtree in their 1929 Ford 
Model A Speedster, built by 

and mountains echo the 

OPPOSITE PAGE BOTTOM: 

period style goggles, Team 
Studebaker’s Howard Street 

Crowne Plaza Hotel in their 
1916 Studebaker Racer.

BELOW: The spectacular and 

Colorado’s Delores River Valley 
provides a majestic backdrop 

race in San Francisco.

awaits its turn to begin the race.


